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Reconstruction and lifestyles in the prehistoric period
in Al-Aliya(Salgata, Mahdia, Eastern Tunisia)

Dr.Sofian bin salem bin mousa’

Abstract :

The present paper is the outcome of an archaeological
investigation (field survey and archaeological survey) in the
region of Al-Alia in the governorate of Mahdia, in the eastern
coast of Tunisia. The typological flint stone study shows that the
settlement began between the middle of the eight millenary and
the end of the sixth millenary B.C. Despite the distance between
this region of Al-Alia and the Centre of the Capsian civilisation
(Gafsa-Tebessa), the technical influences of this civilisation were
still strong at the level of flint stone industry whether concerning
the types of tools, the sources of the flint stones, or handy craft
techniques. In spite of the existence of some signs of the
beginning of animal domestication (goats), the dominant way of
life was still based of nomadism without sedentarily, a fact that is
show in the thickness of the archaeological layers, and the
consumption of seasonal molluscs (spring-summer). The
environment and the climate of that period during the occupation
of the Al-Alia rammadiya are different from what they are today.
The climate seems to be closer to the tropical or subtropical,
which is reflected in the bones of wild animal species consumed
and the shell fish found in the Sebkha (The old lake).
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